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 On June 26th, 2015 the Supreme 
Court ruled marriage equality to every 
state.  With the recognition of equal mar-
riage rights, not all churches chose to 
marry gay and lesbian couples. After three 
decades of constant debate, Presbyterian 
Church’s nationally voted this year to al-
low pastors and churches to celebrate gay 
marriages in states where that it is legal 
but left the decision up to the individual 
pastors and their church’s governing body. 
 “Equality is living as an equal 
individual, making your own decisions 
just as any other person. It is sad that it 
happens, but churches have their own 
beliefs that may differ from those of ho-
mosexuals,” said student Garrett Willis.
 With the fight for equal marriage 
officially out of the way, the attention now 
turns to religious liberties. A new defini-
tion of marriage is still evolving in many 
different churches. All denominations hold 
differing views. As for National Presbyteri-
an churches and churches here in Orlando, 
they are scared to perform gay marriages 
with the possible outcome of losing mem-
bers in Presbyterian churches all over Or-
lando. Others feel as if they will lose mem-
bers if they do not perform gay marriages. 
 “If what something some-
one does doesn’t interfere with other 
people’s rights then why should it mat-
ter? Even if it’s something not a lot 
of people agree with,” said Seminole 
State student Ryan Matthew Brown.
 The Lesbian Gay Bisexual Trans-
gender community affirms Presbyterian 
and Christian denominations because they 
do not consider homosexuality or transgen-
derism to be sins. These churches include 
LGBT members and non-members and are 
built of specific programs that help intro-
duce and connect the LGBT community to 
other functioning human beings in society. 
 In recent news a Kentucky 
Clerk named Kim Davis was refusing to 
issue same-sex marriage licenses. Da-
vis claimed issuing the licensees would 
violate her conscience and go against her 
religion. A U.S. District Judge released 
Davis from jail only five days after send-
ing her there with her knowing that if 
she does not issue same-sex marriage li-
censes she will end up back behind bars.
 “Given that churches are pri-
vate owned institutions so the govern-
ment can’t force them to recognize gay 
marriage laws is fair, considering that 
our government doesn’t do something 
just because the church would pre-
fer them too. Separation of church and 
state are crucial,” said Brian D’Orlando, 
member of the LGBT community.
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The Major League Soccer (MLS) has 
come to Orlando, now with their 

own local team, The Orlando City Soc-
cer Club. The team features Kaka, a Bra-
zilian legend, Brek Shea, a United States 
national team player, Kevin Molino, a 
Trinidad and Tobago national team play-
er, and upcoming young players from 
different parts of The United States, and 
other countries from all over the world. 
 The citizens from Orlando 
were so excited that 62,510 fans attend-
ed the first game. The game ended in a 
1-1 draw against The New York City 
Football Club. The match was the larg-
est ever for a soccer game at the Orlan-
do Citrus Bowl and the second largest 
opening weekend for a MLS franchise.

 Since the beginning of the sea-
son, Orlando City has played 31 games 
with a record of 10 wins, 8 draws, and 
13 defeats, locating them in 6th place in 
the eastern conference, and 16th over-
all. But the bad results have not kept 
the fans away. The average attendance 
at home games is 32,683, which makes 
them the second team with more at-
tendance after the Seattle Sounders.
  Devin Rivers, an Information 
technology student at Seminole State 
College of Florida, said, “I would like to 
say I expected more from them but they 
are a newly founded team and I am con-
tent with what they have produced.” Jorge 
Bazante stated, “This is our first year in 
the MLS. We are doing good so far, but 
I personally think that we need to fire

to fire Kaka and hire three or four new 
players that cost less and play better. 
Hopefully we’ll make it to the playoffs 
but it’s going to be difficult because Major 
League Soccer is getting more competi-
tive every year. GO LIONS!”   
Santiago Restrepo, an Aerospace engi-
neer student at Seminole, said “It’s OK 
that they are not doing good this season 
because it’s an adaptation time. But they 
do have to improve a lot for next season 
because the team is getting a new sta-
dium and the expectations are going to 
be even more demanding. Orlando City 
is going to have to sign new players that 
are more talented in order to fight for the 
championship. If they don’t and keep los-
ing the people are going to be disappoint-
ed and will stop attending the games.”

 Why should we be excited about 
the new Star Wars movie? The answer 
is, why the hell not. For months, the an-
ticipation for Star Wars Episode VII: The 
Force Awakens has been building with 
announcements, concept art, photos, and 
teaser trailers. For several years Star Wars 
has been a product and a brand that revo-
lutionized the way we look at movies and 
shifted technology into a new era back in 
the 1970’s. George Lucas, the creator and 
visionary of Star Wars, shocked the world 
when he announced his retirement and 
the selling of his company, Lucasfilm, 
and all of its acquisitions, which includes 
anything and everything Star Wars or 
Star Wars related. This new Star Wars 

movie has every tool to create

something truly great, starting with 
an incredible director in J.J. Abrams, 
a mix of a brand new cast with the 
original cast from 1977, a combina-
tion of practical effects with CGI, and 
a new story that continues the events 
of the 1983 movie, Return of the Jedi. 
 People are always craving some-
thing new and fresh to sink their teeth 
into and after 32 long years, the Star 
Wars saga will finally continue with a 
new direction. This just goes to show ev-
eryone that nostalgia isn’t dead actually 
it’s making a resurgence. For example, 
earlier this year Jurassic World came out 
in theaters, and it was the most popular 
movie for several weeks, theaters were 
selling out auditoriums faster than they

could allocate show times. The insane 
popularity of a new dinosaur movie un-
der the name Jurassic World, regardless 
of the mixed opinions anyone might have 
about the movie, caused this movie to 
become the third highest grossing movie 
ever. If a movie like Jurassic World can 
do that, just imagine if Star Wars Epi-
sode VII: The Force Awakens comes out 
and it is just awesome, ask yourself three 
fundamental questions: how excited are 
you for the new Star Wars movie? How 
sold out do you think it’ll be on open-
ing weekend? And if you enjoyed it how 
many times will you go see it in theaters?
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The Ashley Madison Scandal 
By Stephanie Engel

What do a top player in 
the NFL, an executive 
for Coca-Cola, Nicole 

“Snooki” Polizzi’s husband, Jionni 
LaValle, Real Housewives of New 
York’s star Kristen Taekman’s hus-
band, Josh, and Josh Dugger have 
in common? Each one of these 
men are among the list of over 
40,000,000 users that currently have 
an active Ashley Madison account. 

Ashley Madison is a dat-
ing website geared toward married 

individuals and those in a commit-
ted relationship who are seeking 
to engage in an affair. Their slo-
gan, “Life is short. Have an af-
fair,” appears on the front page of 
the website directly underneath 
their moniker, Ashley Madison 
cleverly formatted with a wedding 
ring replacing the “o” in Madison. 

There is a picture of a 
woman from the nose down, with her 
left index finger covering her lips as 

if she were telling you to keep a se-
cret. A gold wedding band appears on 
her ring finger. This is as far as the 
website goes without creating an ac-
count with your name and email ad-
dress. Once you do enter your name 
and email, there are six options to 
choose from that represent your cur-
rent status: attached male seeking fe-
male, attached female seeking male, 
single male seeking female, single 
female seeking male, male seeking 
male, and female seeking female. 
Once your status has been selected, 
you are free to browse the website.

The five men listed above, 
plus every other registered user, 
had their identities exposed last 
month when hackers infiltrated the 
website stealing names, email ad-
dresses, and other personal informa-
tion.  The list of 40,815,000 active 
users is now available online for 
anyone with internet access to view.

When Jionni LaValle 
was confronted with this informa-
tion, his claim was that he was 
just looking and never intended on 
pursuing anything. Even though 

there has been thousands of dol-
lars charged to his credit card ac-
count by the website since 2011. 

The Seminole Scribe sur-
veyed  50 married women and 50 mar-
ried men asking them two questions:

Would you want to know 
if your spouse was cheating on you?

Would you search the 
available database to check and 
see if your spouse has an ac-
tive Ashley Madison account?

Out of 50 married women, 70% 
said yes they would want to know, 
30% said they would not. 30% 
said they would search the data-
base, 70% said they would not.

Out of 50 married men, 55% said 
they would want to know, 45% 
said they would not. 25% said they 
would search the database, 75% 
said they would not. Both men and 
women are almost as equally as 
trusting when it comes to physi-
cally researching whether or not 

their spouse has had an affair. 
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Entertainment

Artists of 2015 are 
putting their best 
foot forward, cre-
ating record-break-

ing material for the world to 
hear. When a new artist puts out 
a single, they need to be “inno-
vative and different,” Jennifer 
Jadotte said, brand manager for 
Phase One Networks in New 
York, New York. “The mate-
rial they make has to set them 
apart. The chances of hav-
ing a hit single is very slim.”

Artist Ricky La-
mar Hawk, better known as 
his stage name, Silentó, is a 
17-year-old who started the 
Whipping craze seen on Twit-
ter, Instagram, and Vine.  This 
comes from his debut single, 
“Watch Me.” As of September 
5, 2015, this song is standing 
at No. 3 on the Billboard Hot 
100 and on the iTunes chart. 
“Everybody loves a song that 
has a dance to it. Don’t believe 
me? Think of how popular the 
songs the Electric Slide, Thrill-
er, Teach Me How to Dou-

gie, Hit the Quan, and Stanky 
Legg all were,” said Jadotte. 
“This was definitely a smart 
move on his label’s behalf 
to make this his first single.”

Fetty Wap is easily 
the biggest face of new mu-
sic in 2015. Each of the four 
singles he has released, “679,” 
“Trap Queen,” “My Way,” and 
“Again,” have been featured on 
the Billboard Hot 100. As of 
the week of September 5, 2015, 
those songs are sitting at num-
bers eight, nine, eleven, and 
forty. “In order to make it, you 
gotta be different. People love 
him because he’s a guy from 
the streets who harmonizes his 
vocals. Even better, he has one 
eye,” said Jadotte. “‘My Way’ is 
definitely my favorite song. Es-
pecially the remix with Drake,” 
said sophomore at Semi-
nole State Drayton Dongilli.

Omar Samuel Pasley 
released a song in the summer 
of 2012 that was a huge suc-
cess only in his home country 

of Jamaica and the state of Ha-
waii. Years later Felix Jahen, a 
21-year-old DJ from Germany, 
had an idea to make that song 
a success worldwide. Pasley, 
better known as Omi, is now 
a number one chart topping 
singer with the remix of his 
song “Cheerleader.” As of Sep-
tember 5, 2015, “Cheerleader” 
has been in the number one 
spot of the Billboard Hot 100 
for two weeks and top three 
for eight weeks. “I didn’t like 
the song at first, but it’s very 
catchy. I can’t get it out of 
my head,” said Addy Below, 
sophomore at Seminole State. 

“You’re only as 
good as your last re-
cord. That record could 
be your end all, be all.” 

Other new artists 
of 2015 that have topped 
the charts are Mark Ron-
son, Jidenna, Charlie Puth, 
Shawn Mendes, Tori Kel-
ly, Rae Sremmurd, Hailee 
Steinfield, and many more!

The charts ref-
erenced in this article are 
from Billboard and iTunes. 

New Kids on the Block?
Not the band  that consists of the five hotties though

By Tatiana Petit-Frere

The Wes Craven Legacy
By Cyril Buranosky

Wes Craven 
              Photo Credits to Lucas/Jackson Rueters

Wes Craven, the leg-
endary master of 

horror and director of very notable 
films such as Nightmare on Elm 
Street and the Scream movies, passed 
away at the age of 76 on August 30, 
2015 due to a long battle with brain 
cancer. He left his mark on the hor-
ror genre with memorable characters 
such as Freddy Krueger the infamous 
invader of dreams and the teen slash-
ing Ghostface. He was also very well 
known for taking years to pick direc-
tors for remakes of his own films. This 
titan of the macabre will be missed as 
there is a void in the field of horror.

 Terrence “Punch” Hen-
derson, also known as the president 
of Top Dawg Entertainment, has ex-
perience in the music industry and 
has given insight to his thoughts on 
it, and a couple other things. One 
piece of advice Punch has given for 
people trying to make it in the music 
industry is “if you are an artist stay 
out of the music industry and just 
make music. That’s the main thing. 
Because you can get caught up in 
a lot of politics in the industry and 
don’t have nothing to do with the ac-
tual music. Like the music that these 
artist make is actually the power. 
You know what I mean. That runs 
everything. Wouldn’t be no industry 
without that music first. So I just say, 
focus on making the music.”

His interest in signing 
artists is encouraged by that artist’s 
work ethic, what makes them differ-
ent, and if they are clever with their 
lyrics. Right now what stands out to 
him from the current artists in his 
music label is “I think it’s Ab-soul’s 

wordplay, the way every single bar has 
a double or triple meaning. That’s what 
stands out about him. With Jay Rock, 
it’s his voice and his passion. With 
Kendrick, it’s the way he absorbs ev-
erything around him, like he is not the 
most talkative but he picks up every-
thing that’s going on and you’ll proba-
bly hear it in the song later. With Isaiah 
it’s how well he writes songs so young. 
Like he is an excellent songwriter to 
be young and his perspective is crazy. 
With SZA, she is a lyricist, like really 
a lyricist, like she crafts her songs like 
a rapper, but she is singing and then of 
course her voice is crazy. And even her 
thought process on building a song re-
ally stands out. I ain’t seen nobody do 
it like that. And then with Q, his raw 
energy stands out. You know what I 
mean, the fun mixed with his content 
mixed with his perspective like its just 
so much. But what originally attracted 
me to Q was his perspective, where 
he comes from, and how he is able to 
condense it in between bars. It’s just so 
much passion in there he is willing to 
say or do anything on stage. Don’t mat-

Punch Gives Insight
By Damaris Koo

ter it just happens.”

According to Punch the 
improvement that can be done within 
the youth or just people in general of 
today is to be more considerate of oth-
ers and to be more patient. He says 
that just because someone thinks one 
way and somebody else thinks another 
way doesn’t mean that any of them 
are wrong. They just have different 
ways of thinking. Also, that music has 
a great influence in the youth today. “I 
was thinking about like Snoop, Dogg 
Pound, and that whole era, they raised 
a generation of kids to think a certain 
way. Now it doesn’t mean it was neces-
sarily the best way for kids to be raised 
but like, still, it just shows you how 
powerful that influence is, how lyrics 
can change certain people.”

In connection to all of that, 
what makes Punch feel accomplished, 
is reaching out to people. He defines 
success as happiness, not to aquire 
certain things or money; he draws the 
most happiness in the area of teaching. 

“There was this girl that was like liter-
ally crying ’cause just how much the 
song got her through some. And like 
I remember that being one of the mo-
ments made me think differently about 
music or what we were doing just ac-
tually altering somebody’s light so that 
really showed me the power that we 
had that’s one of the things that always 
stucked out to me.”

According to Punch, one of 
the things that everyone in TDE have in 
common is they want to be able to con-
nect to a certain person through their 
personal stories in the songs they write, 
and people always want something they 
can connect to. “Even with her [SZA] 
experience, people come up to her and 
tell her that one of her songs stopped 
her from committing suicide. And you 
look down at the girls wrist and it was 
all cut up. So it really shows you the 
power in music. Just reacting to people, 
because a lot of people feel alone listen-
ing to these records. It makes them feel 
like they got somebody that can relate 
to them.”

Terrence Henderson doing an interview for Al Lindstrom
     Photo Credit complex.com
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way for him to end it.” 

McClean says it’s Bryant’s passion 
that drives him to keep playing. “I do 
believe Bryant will play past this season 
because I feel like his hunger is still there 
more than ever. With all the doubters and 
critics, Kobe wants to see how long his 
body will last playing at the NBA level. 
I believe Kobe knows this isn’t his last 
season. I believe it will be a matter of him 
retiring on his terms.”

 Where the two differ, however, 
is whether Bryant will remain a Laker for 
life.

 Kohn says he “would buy the 
NBA package if that happened, so I could 
watch all 82 times with those three on 
the same team. As a fan, I would love 
that. There’s a sentimental part of me that 
wants him to be a Laker for life. I’d rather 
Kevin Durant leave to play with him [in 
Los Angeles], but I understand the Phil 
Jackson thing. The opportunity to run 
some familiar [sets]. I mean, his window’s 
about closed. So he has to go. If they don’t 
make any changes next year, will he say, 
‘I’ll go take eight million a year to go be a 
third wheel and win in season 21.’? We’ll 
see.”

 McClean, on the other hand, is 
on the other end of the spectrum. “I can-
not see Kobe Bryant playing in another 
uniform. Reason being is because when 
I think of Kobe, I think of the Lakers, 
and when I think of the Lakers, I think of 
Kobe. I think if we were to play in New 
York, they would win that season, and 
then bow out gracefully.” 

Nobody knows when “The Black 
Mamba” will retire. With 1,500 total 
games, 55,415 total minutes played, and 
just under 30,000 shots taken (29,586) 
between the regular and postseason com-
bined (basketball reference), who knows 
how many miles the active NBA legend 
still has? How many shots can he put up 
this season? How far can the 37-year-old 
veteran take this young, inexperienced 
bunch of players throughout the season? 
Nobody knows the answers to these ques-
tions, maybe not even Bryant himself. The 
general consensus is, however, that this 
season will be a site to behold, and it does 
not feel like his last. 

School Sports Calendar:Kobe Bryant vs. Father Time

With a little over a 
month left before the 
impending NBA sea-

son, the expectations for Kobe Bryant’s 
20th season with the Los Angeles Lakers 
have ranged from a 3rd consecutive 
injury riddled season to his normal brand 
of fade-away jumpers and highlight reel 
game-winning shots. The former spells 
doom for the Lakers, while the latter gives 
hope for Los Angeles to make the playoffs 
in what is known as the Wild Wild West-
ern Conference.

Having literally spent more than 
half of his life in a Laker uniform, Bryant 
has seen his fair share of extreme highs 
and extreme lows. Josh Kohn, former 
Laker tryout and European professional 
basketball player, says “he is, you know, 
a little bit of that throwback, old school 
[player] where he just loves the game.” 
The question is, will this be Bryant’s final 
year in the NBA? 

Kohn believes that it will be 
infusion of youth and newcomer Lou 
Williams that help keep Bryant relatively 
fresh and healthy throughout the season. 
“With Julius Randle back and D’Angelo 
Russell, you have two kind of playmak-
ers, two guys you can go to who can take 
some pressure off of Kobe. You also have 
the sixth man of the year in Lou Williams, 
three guys who can take the pressure 
off of Kobe. I expect him to even play 
some [small forward], play some [power 
forward]. I expect him to go on the block 
a lot more this year so he can save himself 
physically by going on the block more 
instead of 30 feet away.”

Local Seminole State College student 
Rhamel Mclean says his expectations 
for Bryant “are pretty much my regular 
expectations, meaning I expect Kobe to 
be ready to go and be prepared to play at 
the highest level that he can. I do expect 
a little bit of fatigue, but nonetheless, an 
effective scorer.”

Kohn and McClean both believe Bry-
ant will play past his 20th season. “I mean 
he’s a basketball junkie,” says Kohn. “The 
twentieth is nice. I was thinking like, 
some crazy reason they won the NBA 
title, he would come back and want to win 
two in a row. If he didn’t win, which he 
probably won’t, he would try and come 
back and win it the next year. There’s no 

By Christopher E. DeClou

This summer, the Northwestern foot-
ball team came out with a message 
to the rest of college athletics. The 

message: we want to unionize. This idea 
of unionization has created some buzz 
and excitement around college football. If 
passed, it would be a revolutionary time 
in college athletics, and would be the first 
time any such union was formed.
  
 The football team collectively 
submitted their petition to unionize to 
the National Labor Regulations Board. 
However, on August 17th, 2015 the NLRA 
unanimously declined the jurisdiction, 
and essentially closed the case. Accord-
ing to the NLRA regulations, the board 
only pursues cases more closely related to 
work, “such as a graduate assistant work-
ing at a school, or a student janitor, actual 
work.,” says George Leef. In previous 
years, college athletes were close enough 
to the definition of employees so that they 
were enabled to seek union representation 
under the law. But to the disbelief of many, 
when the board was questioned about this 
previous representation, they dodged the 
question and stated that the Northwestern 
football team situation was “novel and 
unique” and did not bear enough resem-
blance to the previously stated graduate 
assistant cases. 
 Some people, however, insist 
the fight will go on. Chris Luckeydoo, 
a student at Seminole State, had his 

own opinion to give. “College athletes 
put in 40 hours a week, they travel, and 
they work harder than a regular college 
student does. If they can’t unionize, then 
how will they be heard and stand up for 
themselves?” Chris believes that more and 
more people are realizing the amount of 
work that college athletes put into their 
school. “With the amount of weight on 
their shoulders, they are going to want to 
unionize, have a place they can have their 
voices heard.” More people agreed with the 
Northwestern football players. Seminole 
State student Mark Thompson had his 
own opinion to give. “It’s ridiculous, how 
misrepresented the college athletes are 
these days, something needs to change, 
and fast.”
 While ordinary people and media   
members are giving their opinion on 
this topic, it is still hard to imagine what 
these kids are going through in college. A 
Northwestern football player who asked 
to not be named, described the amount of 
stress a college athlete goes through. “Be-
fore football, you have class and studying. 
Then you go to practice twice a day, which 
is extremely tiring; you have to watch film, 
replenish your body, and participate in 
team meetings. Overall, we might as well 
be employees.” The player then went on to 
say “it isn’t like there is one or two of us 
wanting this, it’s the entire team.” He says 
that even though the case was rejected, 
“we are not finished with the NCAA.” 

By Logan Price

Football is a JOB

Friday, September 25, 2015:
-12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball: 
Raiders vs. Hillsborough
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field 

Saturday, September 26, 2015: 
-1:00 p.m. - 3:00 p.m. Softball: 
Raiders vs. Mustangs
Sanford/Lake Mary, Raider Softball 
Field 

Friday, October 9, 2015: 
-12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball:
Raiders vs. EFSC
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field

Friday, October 16, 2015:
-3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball: 
Raiders vs. Embery Riddle
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field

Friday, October 17, 2015:
-1:00 p.m. Softball: 
Raiders vs. Florida Tech
Sanford/Lake Mary, Raider Softball 

Field

Friday October 23, 2015:
-3:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball: 
Raiders vs. SJRSC
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field

Saturday, October 31, 2015
-12:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball: 
Raiders vs. FTB
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field

-1:00 p.m. Softball: 
Raiders vs. Storm Marsh
Sanford/Lake Mary, Raider Softball 
Field

-2:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Baseball: 
Raiders vs. FTB
Sanford/Lake Mary, Jack Pantelias 
Field

Kobe Bryant receives game ball for passing Michael Jordan on the NBA’s all 
time scoring list -    Photo by AP
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Vibrant metropolitan area 
townspeople struggling to 

take showers

The Caribbean’s well-
known “island of en-
chantment,” Puerto 

Rico, is in a drought. This 
has not been the first time the 
island has had this event hap-
pen. In 1994, Puerto Rico went 
through the same thing, except 
this time it’s worse. When it 
began around the month of 
June the townspeople did not 
have water for a day. Later the 
rationing increased to five to 
six days without water. Now it 
went down to every other day. 

This fact has made 
people a little scared and an-
gry. “Awful! Not being able 
to shower every day of the 
week,” said Seminole State 
student Heather Pitts. Accord-
ing to a Puerto Rican student 
from Seminole State College 
of Florida from the Oviedo 
Campus Bryan Fernandez the 
government reacted a little 
“too late to the whole situa-
tion.” The dams of the met-
ropolitan side of the island 
have not been sufficiently 
condensed, or in other words, 
filled with water. To try and 
fill these dams, the govern-
ment now has approved the 
dredging of the La Plata river 
shore. Stated by El nuevo dia, 
500,000 cubic feet of the river 
shore have already been shred-
ded. The outcome of this would 

Puerto Rico’s Drought
By Bianca Sanchez

be that when it rains there 
would be more space to fill. 

Student Bryan Fer-
nandez says his family has a 
water tank, but they have had to 
take showers with water buck-
ets now and then. In addition 
Seminole State student Ryan 
Vicente reacts to the drought 
news and says, “Puerto Rico is 
very polluted right now and ev-
eryone is losing jobs and leav-
ing, but no one puts it on the 
news so no one really knows 
about what is happening in 
Puerto Rico. I have family in 
Puerto Rico and I did not know 
about the drought.” Recently, 
hurricane season crossed paths 
with Puerto Rico. According 
to Puerto Rico’s newspaper, 
El nuevo dia, the most recent 
storm left from one to two 
inches of rain. However, it has 
not yet been discussed until 
when the rationing will last.

The Presidential 
Campaign Season 

is heating up and the view of 
the college student is an im-
portant factor to the outcome 
of the election. The leading 
myth is that their vote “doesn’t 
matter.” The 2008 and 2012 
presidential contests have 
been heavily focused on the 
effort to get college-age kids 
out to vote. President Barack 
Obama had a successful cam-
paign in 2008 because he ap-
pealed to young people through 
various forms of social media. 

There are also going 
to be a plethora of issues that 
these candidates must face that 
appeal to college students. This 
year, we saw many social issues 
come to the forefront of the po-
litical landscape, most notably 
same-sex marriage. As many 

people know, the Supreme 
Court of the United States ruled 
in favor of same sex marriage. 
It is issues like this that con-
cern college students. In a poll 
conducted by The Seminole 
Scribe, 2 out 5 students said 
that gay marriage will be the 
issue at the forefront while the 
remaining 3 stated that mini-
mum wage will be the issue. 

With the deepening 
field of candidates the question 
of “who is the best person for 
the job?” In the same poll con-
ducted by The Seminole Scribe 
a majority of those when asked 
who they would choose, the 
popular choice was Democrat 
Bernie Sanders. This doesn’t 
come as a surprise as the Dem-
ocratic candidate has been pop-
ular among college students for 
his stances on free college and 
being able to have a living wage.  

These are all ques-
tions we will have to ask our-
selves when the 2016 Election 
comes around and hopefully 
everyone will go out to vote.

By Cyril Buranosky

The most recent Seminole State 
College of Florida campus at 

Altamonte is getting an expan-
sion. The expansion is heading 
towards Southwest Seminole 
County. The Altamonte campus 
is mostly acknowledged for three 

academic areas, which are health 
care, general education, and adult 
education. According to the News-
room of Seminole State College 
a 200,000-square-foot health sci-
ence and education building has 
been approved. It seems the project 
is running smoothly and it could 
open as soon as August 2017. Stu-
dents are very excited about the 
new addition to the campus: “It is 
a great addition and it will bring 
more people,” said Jhaidel from 
Oviedo campus. Word on the ex-
pansion is spreading fast; Ryan Vi-
cente says he heard about it from 
a professor, while other students 
such as Jhaidel get their informa-
tion from the Seminole State Col-
lege online page.  However, when 
asked about the commercial and 
retail space not everyone knew. 
Once mentioned, Jhaidel says 
she would “love a Starbucks and 
maybe even a Chick-fil-A!” Reno-
vations to the campus are suppos-
edly targeting diverse majors, but 
mostly Health, which is good for 
Seminole State students Ryan Vi-
cente who is studying to become 
a nurse and Jhaidel who is going 

Seminole State’s 
Altamonte Springs 
Campus Expansion

By Bianca Sanchez

to take classes at Altamonte in the 
near future. Student Ryan Vicente 
says: “Seminole State College is 
breaching the gap to where they ac-
tually might become a real univer-
sity.” As told by the Seminole State 
Newsroom when the master plan 
is fully developed, the Altamonte 
campus will include 1.4 million 
square feet of space, which is 
more than the College’s four cam-
puses currently have combined. 

Which Candidate Will You 
Choose?

Student Ryan Vicente discussing 
Puerto Rico’s drought

East Gate of SSC

Aerial view of SSC Altamonte

At a Sanders Rally



The Stainless Banner: Is it racism or history?

Photo by Stephanie Engel

by Stephanie Engel

The Stainless Banner: 
Is it racism or history?
The Charleston shooting that took place on 
June 17th has reignited an ongoing debacle 
between those individuals that feel the con-
federate flag represents southern heritage 
and those that feel that it represents white su-
premacy.  After photos emerged from social 
media depicting the suspect, Dylann Roof, 
posing with the flag, people began to specu-
late that his intention was to begin a race war. 
 People today are more free-think-
ing and opinionated than ever. Most will not 
hesitate to tell you what they think about 

something, especially if it is a subject that they 
feel strongly about.  Thanks to technological ad-
vancement and social media platforms, anyone 
with an internet connection and basic typing skills 
can share their opinion with the entire world. 
How many of those individuals form their per-
sonal opinions based on hearsay and how many 
actually take the time to research and understand 
before throwing in their two cents on a subject? 
 Three Seminole State Students 
were asked to discuss their view of the flag 
and what it represents to them. John, the 
first interviewee, is a 19 year-old male who 
is majoring in business. He was asked to 

share his thoughts on the Confederate Flag:
 “The flag represents the United States 
before it was completely formed.  That’s what I 
look at it as. People see it as something racist. It 
has nothing to do with racism It’s just our history.” 
 Terry, the second inter-
viewee, is a 20 year-old female that is 
in the Seminole State GED program.

She was asked to share her 
thoughts on the Confederate Flag:

 “It’s about Southern pride. It’s seen 
as racist but it’s really not. During the civil war, 
there were black men fighting for the south. 
The Confederate flag was used in battle while 
black men were fighting together amongst 
white men, therefore it’s not racist. It’s history!”
 The third and final interviewee, 
Taylor, is a 19 year-old female that is still 
undecided on her major. She was asked to 
share her thoughts on the Confederate Flag:
“I don’t like it. It’s racist to me.”
Taylor was then asked if she knew the 
historical significance behind the flag. 
 “No, not really.”
 Taylor was then presented with 4 
facts about the Confederate States of America 
and their flag: Fact #1- The Confederate States 
of America was composed of seven south-
ern states that succeeded from the United 
States. South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, 
Alabama, Louisiana, Mississippi, and Texas. 
 Fact#2- They separated them-

selves from the United States in opposi-
tion to the presidency of Abraham Lincoln. 
 Fact #3- The decision for succes-
sion was economical. Cash crops such as cot-
ton and tobacco, were grown in the south and 
were primarily tended to by slaves and in-
dentured servants of plantation owners. Fact 
#4- During its existence from 1861 to 1865, 
there were 3 different flags used to represent 
the states of the confederacy The Stars and 
Bars, The Stainless Banner (A.K.A. The Con-
federate Flag), and The Bloodstained Banner.
 After reviewing the infor-
mation, Taylor was asked again how 
she feels about the Confederate Flag:
 “I don’t like how people nowadays 
have taken a piece of American History and 
put racist intent behind it. It’s so not right.”
 With a little bit of education on the 
history of the Confederate States of America 
and all of their flags, Taylor was able to see 
that the flag itself does not represent racism, 
it is the beholder that views and/or uses it for 
racist purposes. If one out of three students 
can have their opinion changed by educa-
tion, imagine how many other people’s opin-
ions could very well change if they would just 
spend a little bit of time with a history book. It 
has been said that knowledge is power after all.


